
THE LORD GATHERS US TOGETHER October 18, 2020 

 

PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

           
P: Together, let us call on the name of the Lord: Father, + Son and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
 
 GATHERING HYMN                 Wonderful Words of Life                                              insert 
                                                                                                                                        
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
P:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sin to God our 
Father, imploring him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.  Our help is 
in the name of the Lord. 
 
C:  Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P:  I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord 
 
C:  And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P:   Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to you that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed.  
Therefore, we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your grace, for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
C:  Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us.  Have mercy on us, and for 
his sake grant us remission of all our sins.  By your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 
of you and of your will, and true obedience to your word, so that by your grace we may come 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake, God 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the church of Christ and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (together) 

Most wonderful God, we who through no goodness of our own, stand today in the light of 
Christ. We join with people from among every nation under heaven in celebrating his 
resurrection. Looking upon his face we see your glory. Wonderful is your mercy and truth. 
Praise be to you forever! Amen! 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 119:25-32 (NIV)                                                                  
 

R:  25 I am laid low in the dust;  preserve my life according to your word. 

C:  26 I gave an account of my ways and you answered me; teach me your decrees. 

R:  27 Cause me to understand the way of your precepts,  that I may meditate on your    

wonderful deeds. 

C:  28 My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your word. 

R:  29 Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me and teach me your law. 

C:  30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I have set my heart on your laws. 

R:   31 I hold fast to your statutes, LORD; do not let me be put to shame. 

C:  32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have broadened my understanding. 

R:  The Word of the Lord   C:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

                                                   

NEW TESTAMENT READING:  Ephesians 3:1-9 (NIV) 
3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2 Surely you 
have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the 
mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, 
then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not 
made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s 
holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are 
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise 



in Christ Jesus. 7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace 
was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to 
everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who 
created all things. 
R:  The Word of the Lord   C:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 
HALLELUJAH 

 
 

 
P:  THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew Chapter 5   
 C: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD!      
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything 
is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and 
teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices 
and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will  
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
P: This is the GOSPEL of our Lord!   C: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST! 
 
MESSAGE                                             “God’s Word in Your Life”                          Pastor Ben Unseth 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:   
Explanation of the 2nd Article of the Apostles Creed and Athanasian Creed 
  
Now this is the true Christian faith: I worship one God in three persons—Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and co-eternal in majesty. 
  
I believe that Jesus Christ—true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of 
the Virgin Mary—is my Lord. 
  
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, and has freed me from sin, death, and the 
power of the devil, not with silver and gold, but with his holy and precious blood and his innocent 
suffering and death. 
  
He has done all this in order that I might be his own, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in  
 



everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as he is risen from the dead, and lives 
and reigns for all eternity. This is most certainly true! 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage                                            #70     
 
OFFERING and OFFERING RESPONSE 

 As ushers bring forward the offering,  to sing 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heav'nly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
PRAYERS                        P: Lord, in your mercy,   C: Hear our prayer. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
EXHORTATION 
God our Father, in his exuberant and abundant mercy and grace, has given his only Son, our Lord and 
Savior, to forgive our sins and to give us faith to trust in this, his very promise, that in his  
body and in his blood he redeems us and reconciles us with our Father.  And when we ask:  when is a 
person rightly prepared to receive this sacrament? We respond:  one who has faith. Thus, we boast in 
Christ because we know that faith comes from hearing and hearing comes through the Word of Christ 
forgiving our sins.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
PREFACE     
P:  The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts.  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P:  It is truly good, right and salutary, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
you, O Lord holy Father, almighty everlasting God: Through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, our 
Lord and Savior, who ascending above the heavens and sitting at your right hand, poured out 
the Holy Spirit as he had promised upon the chosen disciples, causing the whole earth to 
rejoice.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you, and singing…. 
 
SANCTUS 

 
 

 
 
 



 
LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 
BLESSING (after distribution)  
P: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen and preserve you in true faith to 
everlasting life. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS  (Now Dismiss Your Servants)                
Lord, now let your servants depart in peace, according to your word. For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared before the face of all people: A light to lighten the Gentiles and 
the glory of your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P:  The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.  May the Lord bless all your 
skills and be pleased with the work of your hands. May he ride across the heavens to help you.  May you 
abound with the Lord’s favor and be full of his blessing. Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                                Lord Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word                                    #71 
                                                                                  
DISMISSAL:                      P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.        C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 


