
THE LORD GATHERS US TOGETHER January 24, 2021 

PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

           
P: Together, let us call on the name of the Lord: Father, + Son and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
                                                             
 GATHERING HYMN                   The Church’s One Foundation                                              #88 

(Stanzas 1,2,3,4) 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

P:  God’s warm and generous invitation leads us as to confess our faults and foolishness. Let us 
pray.   Holy Savior, because we did not create ourselves, we do not understand ourselves, and 
we cannot pardon or reconcile ourselves. We come to you for Divine help. 
 
C:  Merciful Creator and Redeemer, you know us completely and love us utterly. You see how 
we like to blame others when things get messy and we have done wrong. Please help us to 
stop dodging and to start accepting responsibility. There is not a thought or feeling, word or 
action, that you do not see and understand. Please forgive our sins and remove our shame, 
heal our diseases and clear our distorted understanding, refresh our faith and enlarge our 
love. Let all that is true, beautiful and compassionate form in our character. For your name’s 
sake. Amen. 
 
P: It is written: God did not go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing 
finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to rescue, to put the world right again. 
Anyone who trusts in him is fully acquitted—free and forgiven! 
 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C:  And also with you. 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (together)                                                                                                                  
God of grace and glory, in the holy light of your presence, we might feel unable to face your 
glory. But in your compassion you have filtered your light through the human face of Jesus, 
on whom we can look and not be afraid. Give us the will to feast our eyes on him again and 
again, to delight in the enormous gift of your redeeming love, and to find our hearts’ deepest 
desires met in you. To your endless glory. Amen!  
 
 OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 6:1-8 (NIV)  

6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings 
they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they 
were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 
from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

R:  The Word of the Lord   C:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 



RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 9 (NIV) 

R:  1 I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
C:  2 I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High. 
R:  3 My enemies turn back; they stumble and perish before you. 
C:  4 For you have upheld my right and my cause, sitting enthroned as the righteous judge. 
R:  5 You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked; you have blotted out their name for 
ever and ever. 
C:  6 Endless ruin has overtaken my enemies, you have uprooted their cities; 
    even the memory of them has perished. 
R:  7 The LORD reigns forever; he has established his throne for judgment. 
C:  8 He rules the world in righteousness and judges the peoples with equity. 
R:  9 The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 
C: 10 Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek 
you. 
 
R:  The Word of the Lord   C:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING:  1 Peter 3:12-15 (NIV) 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is 

right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere 

Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 

R:  The Word of the Lord   C:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

HALLELUJAH 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P:  THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke Chapter 5  
 C: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD!     

5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him 
and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 
fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, 
and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the 
boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets 
for a catch.” 

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because 
you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 
break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came 
and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so 
were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled 
their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

P: This is the GOSPEL of our Lord!   C: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST!                                                  

MESSAGE                        “Finding Your Fit in the Family Business”              Pastor Ben Unseth                                                                              

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                    
C: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth                                                   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

HYMN OF THE DAY                         Living For Jesus                                                 insert                                                   
 
OFFERING and OFFERING RESPONSE 
 As ushers bring forward the offering,  to sing 

           Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below. 
          Praise Him above ye heav'nly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 
 
PRAYERS                               P: Lord, in your mercy,                  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  

BENEDICTION 
P:  The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.  May the Lord bless all 
your skills and be pleased with the work of your hands. May he ride across the heavens to help you.  
May you abound with the Lord’s favor and be full of his blessing. Amen 
   
SENDING HYMN                       When Peace Like a River                                             #224                                           

 
DISMISSAL:                             P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 



 


